Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 04365 272041Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 FEA-01 USIE-00 ERDA-05 
AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-00 EPG-02 DODE-00 
EB-07 FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 
TRSE-00 ACDA-07 INRE-00 NSCE-00 /096 W 

272046Z 092837/75 

O 272037Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3605 

INFO AMCONSUL MONTREAL 

ALL OTHER CANADIAN POSTS (BY POUCH) 
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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, SENV, CA 

SUBJECT: BEAUFORT SEA DRILLING AUTHORITY GRANTED 

1 . EXTAEF USA DIVISION OFFICIAL TELEPHONED EMBOFE TODAY 
TO INFORM THAT CABINET HAD REACHED DECISION TO AUTHORIZE 
THREE- YEAR DRILLING PROGRAM IN BEAUEORT SEA BY DOME 
PETROLEUM. AUTHORITY WOULD BE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL REPORTING 
TO CABINET BY MINISTER OF INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFEAIRS. 
CABINET WOULD BE ABLE TO STOP DRILLING AT ANY POINT IP 
CIRCUMSTANCES SO REQUIRED. 

2. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF DECISION IS BEING DELAYED 
UNTIL USG IS OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE. 

OFPICIAL HOPED TO HAVE NOTE DELIVERED WITHIN NEXT SEVERAL 
DAYS. EMBASSY WILL CABLE TEXT UPON RECEIPT. 

3. COMMENT: CABINET DECISION IS NOT SURPRISING. NO ONE 
EXPECTED GOC TO REFUSE DRILLING AUTHORITY; MAIN QUESTION 
WAS LONGEVITY OF DRILLING AUTHORITY, WITH SOME APPARENTLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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URGING IT BE POR ONE YEAR ONLY. HOWEVER, AS SENIOR DINA 
OFPICIAL TOLD DCM AND EMBOPF, SITUATION HAD NOT CHANGED 
ENOUGH (I.E., ENERGY NEEDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 
HAVE NOT CHANGED) TO JUSTIFY HOLDING TIGHTER REIN. 

4. DINA OFFICIAL MADE ADDITIONAL COMMENT THAT DOME 
PETROLEUM IS URGING CONSTRUCTION OF CLASS 10 ICEBREAKER 
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TO BE USED IN BEAUFORT SEA, THUS PERMITTING YEAR-ROUND 
DRILLING. IN FACT, PRESENCE OF ICEBREAKER COULD BECOME 
SAFETY REQUIREMENT FOR FUTURE DRILLING OPERATIONS, SO THAT 
CAPABILITY WOULD ALWAYS EXIST TO DRILL RELIEF WELL. HE 
SUGGESTED ICEBREAKER COULD BE BUILT BY 1980. ENDERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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